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my mouth. The worst part of the show is that people tell me how
very good my failures are. It shows by how low a standard we
judge the work of even-day.

The Trenchard letter will explain itself to you.1 If he asks for
the notebook, it will be out of curiosity only. My handwriting
will easily defeat him. Probably you're the only person who'll
ever read it all.

Besides him, you, and D. Garnett, Mrs. Shaw has seen some
of it I sent her two batches of the third draft, which is very like
your text: only a little rougher. My re-working was no more than
planing. The notes were like a rough plank: and here in Karachi
I smoothed them, very carefully, to make it possible to handle
without splinters and things coming away. Every sentence of
the original was used: and very little was added: no significant
addition, certainly. Just enough lubricant to make the thing
work. Metaphor upon metaphor mixed! I wish I could lie down
and sleep for ever.                                                              T.E.S.

Why do I hurry to tell you, so repeatedly, that they are only
notes? Perhaps to discount to my own always hoping expectation
your inevitably unfavourable judgement. I know it's no good:
but I don't like people to say so. Until these there might have
been a hope for it.

I think I will print cards *to announce cessation of non-business
correspondence': and send them to every address I can remember,
at the rate of 20 a week.*

346 :   TO EDWARD GARNETT
14. 4. 28.                                                                          \Karacki\
[9 lines omitted] Opinions are not worth much: they are too
subjective. There is no absolute, and therefore no criticism. As
you say, I tend to go Tolstoyan with years: I now like H. G.
Wells better than Norman Douglas: and call Kipling better than
1 Lawrence had sent Edward Garaett, on March 17th, a. duplicate of the ietter which he
posted to Trenchard that day, explaining how he had come to write The Mittf, and that it
would not be published.
* See letter No. 564.